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A life of service q u e e n

elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

Destined long
She was the stoic Queen who ruled over us
for generations, a steadfast monarch who
never wavered as wars, pandemics and
prime ministers came and went around
her, writes Ellen Whinnett

Q

UEEN Elizabeth the
Second, 96 years
young, will forever be
remembered for her
service to the public,
her duty to the Crown
and the Commonwealth, and the
deep affection and respect with which
she was regarded across the globe.
As the world’s longest-serving
monarch she was the richest woman
in the world, the most famous woman
in the world, and for seven decades
she headed a Commonwealth which
encompassed 2.4 billion people.
She was known officially as
Elizabeth II, by the Grace of God, of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and of Her
other Realms and Territories Queen,
Head of the Commonwealth,
Defender of the Faith.
She was the Commander-in-Chief
of the British Armed Forces and
Head of the Church of England and
its 85 million members.
She was Lilibet to her late husband
Prince Philip; Mummy to the new
King Charles; Granny to the heir
Prince William; and Gan-Gan to the
heir presumptive, her great-grandson
Prince George.
She exercised soft power and
advanced British interests by hosting
elaborate state banquets for world
leaders at Buckingham Palace in
London,
turning
heads in

her elegant ball gowns and exquisite
collection of priceless diamond tiaras
and jewellery.
Yet she was most at home with her
thoroughbred race horses, her dogs,
and walking the moors in gumboots
and a headscarf at her remote
summer palace, Balmoral Castle in
Scotland, where she spent as many
summers as she could, visited by
family, friends and the occasional
British prime minister.
We admired her as she rode her
ponies around Windsor Castle at the
age of 94. We marvelled at her work
ethic, as she continued to show up at
community events and remembrance
services, always impeccably dressed
in bright coats, heels and hat.
We laughed along with her when
she joined James Bond actor Daniel
Craig and the palace corgis in a comic
skydiving skit to open the London
Olympic Games in 2012.
And our hearts broke for her as
she sat, tiny and alone, in St George’s
Chapel at the funeral for her beloved
husband of 73 years Prince Philip,
Covid restrictions preventing anyone
from comforting her as the 99-yearold Duke of Edinburgh was laid to
rest in April 2021.
There were missteps along the
path of her 70-year reign. The
misreading of the nation’s grief
following the death of Diana,
Princess of Wales in 1997. A failure to
act quickly over her second son
Prince Andrew’s scandalous
friendship with notorious pedophile
Jeffrey Epstein. Yet the Queen will be
remembered as the
woman who was
always there, the
young princess
whose father
became king by
default, and
who, on her 21st
birthday,
publicly declared

Moments
in time
April 21, 1926:
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary
of Windsor was born at
2.40am at 17 Bruton
Street in Mayfair, her
maternal grandparents’
London home, to the Duke
and Duchess of York (left).

The Duke and Duchess of
York with baby Elizabeth
in 1926; riding her pony in
the 1930s; and (below)
with Philip in 1982 at the
Royal Windsor Horse Show.
“my whole life, whether it be long or
short, shall be devoted to your
service’’.
She was so stoic and in control of
her emotions that the slogan Keep
Calm and Carry On seemed custommade for her – notwithstanding it
was actually a British motivational
wartime slogan from 1939, and bears
the symbolic crown of her father
King George VI.

EARLY LIFE
Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary
arrived by caesarean section at
2.40am on April 21, 1926, at 17 Bruton
Street in the exclusive suburb of
Mayfair, in the home of her maternal
grandparents the Earl and Countess
of Strathmore. Named for her
mother, the aristocratic Lady
Elizabeth Marguerite Angela BowesLyon, she was born into the house of
Windsor, the name the royal family
adopted in 1917 when it jettisoned its
historic name of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha,
which was proving problematic at the
time of the Great War.
While she was technically third
in line to the throne, her father
Prince Albert, the Duke of York,

August 21, 1930: Princess
Elizabeth’s sister Princess Margaret
Rose is born.
1936: Princess Elizabeth’s
grandfather, King George V,
dies. Abdication crisis as
Edward VIII reveals his
desire to marry divorced
American socialite Wallis
Simpson. Princess Elizabeth
becomes first in line to the
throne after her father
becomes King George VI (left).

was the second son and unlikely to
become sovereign, and, as a girl, she
would be bumped down the line of
succession by any future brothers and
any children born to her uncle. The
affable Duke, known as Bertie, was
entranced by his baby girl, and wrote
a note shortly after her birth, stating
“we have long wanted a child to make
our happiness complete’’.
With no expectation that she
would one day ascend the throne,
little Elizabeth was allowed more
freedoms than a future monarch
would ordinarily expect, and enjoyed
a carefree early life.
When she was just eight months
old, her parents embarked on a sixmonth tour of Australia and New
Zealand, leaving Princess Elizabeth in
the care of her nanny, her mother’s
parents, and her father’s parents,
King George V and Queen Mary.
After they returned, they moved
with their now-14-month-old
daughter to 145 Piccadilly, a grand
residence near Hyde Park, now the
site of London’s Intercontinental
Hotel. The home had a shared
backyard where Elizabeth played
with children from the well-heeled

1939: Princes Elizabeth
meets and falls in love
with Cadet Captain Philip
of Greece and Denmark
at the Royal Naval
College in Dartmouth.

1940: Princess
Elizabeth makes her first
public speech, at age 14.

1942: Princess
Elizabeth carries out her
first public engagement,

neighbourhood, and a night and day
nursery filled with toys and books.
Elizabeth’s younger sister,
Princess Margaret, was born in 1930,
and, conscious of the difficulties faced
by British citizens in the mean years
between the wars, the Duke and
Duchess of York avoided
ostentatious displays of privilege for
their daughters. They took their girls
to visit other royal residences at
Sandringham and Windsor, where
they ran wild in the grounds and
played with horses and dogs.

GROWING UP
Elizabeth became an accomplished
horsewoman – she barely flinched as
a man fired six blank shots at her as
she rode horseback during the
Trooping the Colour parade in
London in 1981 – and continued to
ride ponies around the Windsor
Great Park well into her 90s.
She also became an accomplished
breeder and owner of racehorses,
with her best runner, Auerole,
finishing second in the Epsom Derby
in the week of her coronation in 1953.
In keeping with royal tradition,
the young princesses Elizabeth and

on her sixteenth birthday,
inspecting a regiment.

1944: Princess Elizabeth is
appointed a Counsellor of
State during the king’s
absence and, for the first time,
carries out some of the duties
of head of state.

November 20, 1947:
Princess Elizabeth marries
Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten
at Westminster Abbey (left).

unwavering love
the queen & prince phillip, page 16-17
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to reign over us
her: “Does that mean you will have to
be the next queen?” When Elizabeth
replied: “Yes, some day,” Margaret
responded: “Poor you.’’
Elizabeth’s swimming notes that
day, according to BBC History, were
headed “Abdication Day”.
The family moved down the road
into Buckingham Palace, where
Elizabeth’s father, now King George
VI, threw himself into the role of
sovereign. As heiress to the throne,
Elizabeth found her carefree life was
over. Queen Mary intervened to
improve her granddaughter’s
education. As the future head of the
Church of England, she was given
religious lessons from the Archbishop
of Canterbury, and the vice-provost
of Eton College was called upon to
give her lessons in constitutional
history. She also studied law.

MEETING PHILIP

Official portrait of Elizabeth
and Margaret in 1940; the
sisters knitting for the
forces in the same year;
and (right) Elizabeth on her
ascension to the throne.
Pictures: Getty, AFP
Margaret were homeschooled by
governesses, and studied history,
geography, English, French and
music. The most influential of these
governesses was Marian Crawford,
known as “Crawfie’’, who arrived
when Elizabeth was seven. With no
expectations on what she was to
achieve upon adulthood apart from
making a good marriage, Elizabeth’s
early education schedule was not
difficult, with study scheduled from
9.30am to 11am, and the afternoon
set aside for games and dancing.
Her mother instilled in her a
strong Christian faith, while
grandmother Queen Mary taught
both girls the art of royal protocols
and etiquette, including, presumably,
the restrained and distinctive “royal
wave’’ she later perfected.
The sisters were the closest of
friends, and the personalities they
displayed in their adult years were
apparent even as very young children
– Elizabeth earnest and dutiful, and
Margaret stubborn and rebellious.
Elizabeth also proved to be good
at her studies – which was fortuitous,
given the momentous change
looming in her young life.

November 14,
1948: Their son Prince
Charles, now the Prince of
Wales, heir apparent to
the throne, is born in
Buckingham Palace.

August 15, 1950:
Princess Elizabeth’s only
daughter, Anne – now the Princess
Royal – is born (pictured, with Charles).

QUEEN IN WAITING
In January 1936, Elizabeth’s
grandfather King George V died and
his oldest son, David, became King,
taking the regnal name King Edward
VIII. But trouble was brewing in the
House of Windsor, in the form of the
king’s scandalous affair with the
American divorcee Wallis Simpson.
Edward’s failure to marry and
produce an heir had caused
consternation at the highest levels of
government, but his entanglement
with Ms Simpson, who would soon
divorce her second husband, proved
too much for the royal court, and
Edward was ordered to end his
romance. He chose love over duty,
and on December 10, 1936, abdicated
the throne.
Unaware of the crisis enveloping
her family, 10-year-old Elizabeth was
writing up her notes from that day’s
swimming lessons when she heard a
crowd gathering outside 145
Piccadilly, chanting “God Save the
King’’. Seeking information from a
footman, she was told her uncle had
abdicated and her father was king.
According to reports, she ran
to tell Margaret, who asked

Despite the drums of war beating
across Europe, the royal family
continued its public engagements,
and in 1939, Elizabeth, now 13, and
Margaret accompanied the king and
queen on a visit to the Britannia
Royal Naval College in Dartmouth.
An 18-year-old cadet, Prince Philip of
Greece and Denmark, was assigned
to amuse the two girls during the
visit. They were third cousins, related
through Queen Victoria, and while
they had apparently met years
earlier at a family wedding, this was
their first public meeting.
The trio played with a train set,
played a game of croquet, then, at
Philip’s instigation, commenced
jumping over the net on a tennis
court. Royal historian Christopher
Warwick told Vanity Fair
Princess Elizabeth was “just
overwhelmed’’ by the tall,
athletic, blond Philip, and her
governess Miss Crawford
noted in her diary that
Elizabeth had said to her
“see how he jumps’’.
In coming years, the
pair would write to each
other, and occasionally
see each other at family
gatherings at Windsor
Castle, and their
childhood friendship
grew slowly into a
serious romance.
Continued
next page

she learns of her ascension
to the throne while on safari
with Philip in Kenya.

June 2, 1953:
The coronation
of Elizabeth at
Westminster
Abbey is the first
coronation broadcast on
television (right).

February 6, 1952: Princess

November, 1953:

Elizabeth’s father King George VI dies;

Elizabeth and Philip embark

on a six-month tour of
the Commonwealth –
including Australia (right,
with Robert Menzies) –
travelling by yacht,
train, plane and
car, and finally
returning to the
UK in April 1954.

February 19, 1960:
Prince Andrew is born and
becomes second in line to
the throne.

March
10, 1964:
The Queen
and Philip’s
fourth
child, Prince
Edward, is
born.

June 2, 1977:
The Queen celebrates
25 years as monarch
in her Silver Jubilee
year (right).
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True devotion

queen elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

Stepping
up to be
our leader
From previous page

DRUMS OF WAR
But the war would intervene, and
with Britain formally entering the
conflict on September 3, 1939, King
George and Queen Elizabeth
withstood pressure to send the
princesses to Canada. In the spring
of 1940, they were sent to live at
Windsor Castle for the duration of
the war. Elizabeth’s beloved
childhood home, 145 Piccadilly, was
destroyed in a German bombing raid,
and more bombs rained down on
Buckingham Palace, but the princess
stayed safe at the ancient castle,
disappearing into the underground
vaults for safety when bombs fell on
the Windsor Great Park.
In 1940, the then-14-year-old
Elizabeth delivered her first public
speech – a radio broadcast on the
BBC to British child evacuees in
North America, expressing sympathy
and urging them to be courageous.
“Thousands of you in this country
have had to leave your homes and be
separated from your fathers and
mothers. My sister Margaret Rose
and I feel so much for you as we
know from experience what it means
to be away from those we love most
of all,’’ the future queen said in her
broadcast.

“We know, every one of us, that
in the end all will be well; for God
will care for us and give us victory
and peace. And when peace comes,
remember it will be for us, the
children of today, to make the world
of tomorrow a better and happier
place.’’
As the war dragged on, Prince
Philip came to Windsor to spend
Christmas with the family at the end
of 1943, and was further charmed by
the sensible and dedicated Elizabeth,
who was now 17. He returned to war
determined to marry her; but a
suggestion of marriage made by his
cousin to King George VI backfired –
the king thought Elizabeth far too
young for marriage and Philip was
advised he “had better not think any
more about it at present”. There was
also another problem – some
considered Philip “too German’’.
While he was Prince of Greece and
Denmark, his mother was a Hessian
princess from the House of
Schleswig-Holstein-SonderburgGlucksberg. His four sisters had
married German princes, and three
of those princes were members of the
Nazi party. Elizabeth’s mother
privately called him “the Hun”.

JOINING THE MILITARY
Four months later, as Elizabeth
turned 18, she began taking on royal
duties and, wanting to
contribute to the war effort,
convinced her father to
allow her to join the
Auxiliary Territorial
Service as a trainee
ambulance driver
and mechanic.
She spent the
remainder of
the war in a
military
uniform and
was praised
for her
driving skills,
rising to the
ranks of junior
commander.
She retained her
love of driving all
her life and still

Elizabeth and Philip wed in 1947 (right);
her coronation in 1953 (below); her first
broadcast, with Margaret (above); learning
car maintenance during the war (below
left); with her father in 1942 (top right); and
with baby Charles in 1948. Pictures: Getty

drove on the royal estates well into
her 90s. In 2003, she drove King
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia around the
estate at Balmoral Castle in her Land
Rover, at a time when women were
banned from driving in the Saudi
king’s home country.
When VE Day finally came on
May 8, 1945, Elizabeth and Margaret
joined their parents and Prime
Minister Winston Churchill on the
balcony of Buckingham Palace to
wave to the crowds, before Margaret
suggested they slip out to join the
festivities. “All of us were swept along
by tides of happiness and relief,’’
Elizabeth later wrote, recalling how
she, Margaret and Miss Crawford
had mingled with the crowd,
chanting “we want the King’’, before
returning discreetly to the palace.

GETTING ENGAGED
When the war with Japan ended,
Prince Philip returned to the UK in
1946 and began his official courtship
of Elizabeth, taking her and Margaret
out to dinners and the theatre. Theirs

July 29, 1981: Prince
Charles marries Lady Diana
Spencer in London (left).

1996: Charles and Diana’s
marriage is dissolved.

August 31, 1997:
Princess Diana dies in a car crash;
her sons mourn their mum (pictured).

February 6, 2002: The Queen
celebrates her Golden Jubilee, marking
50 years as monarch. The event

was a genuine romance, as shown in
a letter he wrote to the princess,
quoted by author Philip Eade: “To
have been spared in the war and
seen victory, to have been given the
chance to rest and to readjust myself,
to have fallen in love completely and
unreservedly, makes all one’s
personal and even the world’s
troubles seem small and petty,” the
young prince wrote to his princess.
Sometime that year during a visit
to Balmoral Castle in Scotland, he
proposed marriage to Elizabeth,
presenting her with a three-carat
diamond ring surrounded by smaller
diamonds, crafted from jewels taken
from a tiara that had belonged to his
mother, Princess Alice of Battenberg.
King George agreed to the
marriage – but insisted they must not
announce their engagement until
after her 21st birthday.
In 1947, Elizabeth celebrated her
birthday in South Africa on her first
official overseas tour, famously
declaring in a radio address that “I
declare before you that my whole life,

continues despite two
significant deaths during
the year.

February 9,
2002: The
Queen’s sister,
Princess
Margaret, dies
after a long illness at
the age of 71.

March 30, 2002:
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother,

whether it shall be long or short, shall
be devoted to your service”.

TYING THE KNOT
Shortly afterwards, on July 8, the
engagement of Princess Elizabeth
and Prince Philip was announced, to
much excitement in the UK and
across the empire. They would marry
four months later, on November 20,
1947, in front of 2500 guests at
Westminster Abbey, in a service
broadcast live on radio across the
globe. Given the country was still
under rationing, the wedding was
marketed as an “austerity wedding’’,
although the government gave the
young princess an extra 200 clothing
coupons for her dress.
Before their wedding, Philip
renounced his Greek and Danish
titles, converted to the Church of
England, and gave up smoking
cigarettes. He took British citizenship
and adopted the name of his British
relatives, the Mountbattens. He was
preparing for a role in which he
would walk two steps behind his wife

dies in her sleep at the Royal Lodge at
Windsor at the age of 101 (pictured).

2004: The Queen opens the Princess
Diana Memorial Fountain in
London.

February 22, 2005:
The Queen announces she
will not attend Prince
Charles’s and Camilla
Parker Bowles’ wedding.

April 9, 2005: Prince

forged in battle
a life of military service, pages 14-15
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with a large amethyst at the
summit, was placed in her hand
as she was crowned.
The route back to the palace
was designed to allow as many
people as possible to see the royal
couple, and took two hours to
complete. An extraordinary 30,000
men took part, from the Navy,
Army and Air Force, along with
2000 personnel drawn from the
Commonwealth and another 500
from what were then known as “the
colonies’’.
Prince Charles and Princess
Anne joined their parents on the
balcony at Buckingham Palace to
wave to the crowds, and footage was
later released of the young royals
playing peekaboo – part of the
Queen’s determination to raise her
children in a more modern fashion.
To this end, she determined they
should go to public schools, and
would not be home-tutored like
generations before them.

NEW RULE
in public; a marriage where his wife
and future children would not take
his name, and within which he would
forever be known not as a king, but as
the queen’s consort.
Half a million people lined the
streets to watch the procession to
Westminster Abbey, throwing
confetti and waving Union flags.
When Elizabeth emerged, she
was radiant in an ivory silk gown
bedecked with 10,000 seed pearls and
featuring a 4m long train; a dress that
took 350 women seven weeks to sew.
She wore the glittering Russian
Fringe tiara owned by Queen Mary,
while Philip wore his navy uniform.
Their marriage was a true love
match and, shortly after their
wedding, Elizabeth wrote to her
parents, telling them: “We behave as
though we had belonged to each
other for years.”

STARTING A FAMILY
They enjoyed happy years together
while Philip continued his navy
career, living for several joy-filled

months on the island of Malta. Their
first child and the heir to the throne,
Prince Charles, was born a year after
their wedding, in November 1948. He
was followed by a sister, Princess
Anne, two years later in 1950.
The couple took part in royal
duties and, as the health of King
George deteriorated, they found
themselves called upon more often.
In 1951, they returned to London,
ending Philip’s naval career to allow
Elizabeth to be closer to the royal
court as she stepped up her official
duties on behalf of her seriously ill
father.

BECOMING QUEEN
On February 6, 1952, Elizabeth and
Philip were in Kenya, at the start of
a royal tour to Australia and New
Zealand, when King George, a heavy
smoker, succumbed to lung disease
and died at the Sandringham estate
in Norfolk at the age of 56. Philip
broke the news to his wife.
She cancelled her tour and headed
straight back to London. She had left

England a princess and returned days
later, as Queen. She was 25 years old.
The coronation of the new
sovereign was so elaborate, it took
more than a year to organise and
took place on June 2, 1953, at
Westminster Abbey, the scene of her
wedding to Philip just a few years
earlier. It followed traditions
stretching back almost 1000 years –
but broke new ground by becoming
the first coronation to be televised
worldwide to millions of people.
In the UK alone, some 27 million
people tuned in to watch their young
Queen crowned.
Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip
made the journey to Westminster
Abbey in the Gold State Coach,
pulled by eight grey horses. The
Queen looked stunning in a white
satin coronation dress embroidered
with the emblems of the UK and the
Commonwealth and carrying a white
bouquet. On her head sat the George
IV State Diadem crown, the one
which appears on British postal
stamps, featuring 1333 diamonds.

Charles marries Camilla
Parker Bowles (left).

2006: The Queen
celebrates her 80th
birthday.

November 20,
2007: The Queen and
Prince Philip celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary, the first British
royal couple to do so (picture).

2009: @BritishMonarchy joins Twitter.

She wore the coronation dress a
further six times, including in
Australia in 1954.
The spectacular coronation ran
for three hours, conducted by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, with
Elizabeth taking the oath, being
anointed with oil, and being formally
crowned. She was asked by the
Archbishop if she would swear to
govern “Peoples of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Canada, Australia,
New Zealand, the Union of South
Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon, and of
your Possessions and the other
Territories to any of them belonging
or pertaining, according to their
respective laws and customs?’’
“I solemnly promise so to do,’’
Queen Elizabeth replied.
During the service, she donned
the Saint Edward’s Crown, a solidgold crown made in 1661, and
reserved for the most special of
occasions. The orb, also made of solid
gold and surrounded by a cross
encircled with a band of diamonds,
emeralds, rubies, sapphires and pearls

2010: The Queen joins
Facebook, launching a
British Monarchy page.

2010: The Queen and
Duke’s first greatgrandchild, Miss Savannah
Phillips, the daughter of Peter
and Autumn Phillips, is born.
April 29, 2011: Prince William,
Charles and Diana’s oldest son and
second in line to the throne, marries
Catherine Middleton (right).

The new Queen quickly established a
reputation for taking a deep interest
in government affairs. Her first prime
minister was the wartime leader
Winston Churchill and she formed a
close bond with him. Every week she
had an audience with the prime
minister of the day, until the Covid
pandemic of 2020 required the
meetings to be held by telephone.
Every day, she read the
government documents sent to her in
red dispatch boxes, rubber-stamped
thousands of pieces of legislation
through a process known as Royal
Assent, and worked closely with the
Office of the Prime Minister and
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
to enhance British interests
domestically and abroad.
She also threw herself into
nurturing the countries of the
Commonwealth – which currently
number 54 ((check)) – including the
15 countries of the Realm of which
Elizabeth was head of state. ((check))
Continued next page
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Shin in g light

queen elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

Loved by millions
around the world
From previous page

AUSTRALIAN TOUR
Two years after their aborted trip to
Australia, the now Queen and Prince
Philip finally made it Down Under,
arriving on February 3, 1954. So
popular was the young monarch that
an estimated one million people
turned out to see her in Sydney when
the couple disembarked the Royal
Yacht Britannia in Sydney Harbour.
The couple toured the country for
eight weeks, visiting 57 towns and
cities from Cairns to Broome to
Hobart. It was the first of 16 visits the
Queen would make over the years,
and was considered a huge success,
with hundreds of thousands of people
turning out to see the monarch, who
was always dressed in prim frocks,
hat and gloves, often waving from an
open-topped car.
In 1960, Elizabeth gave birth to
another son, Andrew, followed in
1964 by her youngest son, Edward.
A year later, she made headlines
when she danced with Ghanaian
president Kwame Nkrumah. Amid
fears Ghana would leave the
Commonwealth, the Queen made a
diplomatic dash to Accra, and the
sight of the smiling Queen dancing
in the arms of a black president
ricocheted around the globe, at a
time when segregation still
existed in the US.
It was on a visit to
Australia in 1970 with
Prince Philip and Princess
Anne that the Queen set a
precedent which continues
to this day; the royal
walkabout. Instead of
waving at the
crowds from
a car,
Elizabeth
took the
advice of

1954; and
Elizabeth and Philip in Brisbane in
ral in 1960.
(below) the royal family at Balmo
Pictures: Ted Holliday, AFP

her then private secretary, Australian
Sir William Heseltine, and walked
along the street in Sydney, shaking
hands with members of the crowd
and accepting small floral bouquets.

SILVER JUBILEE
In 1977, the Queen and Philip set out
from Buckingham Palace in the Gold
State Coach to mark her 25 years on
the throne. Arriving at St Paul’s
Cathedral, she repeated her vow of
lifetime service, made on her 21st
birthday, and added: “Although that
vow was made in my salad days when
I was green in judgment, I do not
regret nor retract one word of it.”
By the 1980s, the House of
Windsor was gripped by wedding
fever: Prince Charles and Lady Diana
Spencer wed in 1981 in a spectacular
ceremony witnessed by huge global
television audiences; while Prince
Andrew tied the knot with a bubbly
commoner, Sarah Ferguson, in 1986.
The no-fuss Princess Anne and
Mark Phillips had married with
somewhat less fanfare in 1973, while
Prince Edward was to marry Sophie
Rhys-Jones in 1999. The weddings of
the two older Windsor boys marked
a high point in the royal family’s
standing; Sarah, the Duchess of York,
was considered a breath of fresh air,
and Princess Diana’s approval ratings
were stratospheric.
Charles and Diana’s son and
heir to the throne, William, was
born in 1982, followed by Harry
in 1984, and Diana’s hands-on
approach to raising her sons
won huge public praise.

ANNUS HORRIBILIS
But a decade on, royal
relationships were foundering,
and the House of Windsor,
helmed by Elizabeth, was in
crisis. Charles and Diana
were at war, and Charles

was continuing his relationship with
his mistress Camilla Parker Bowles.
In 1989, a mortifying phone call
between Charles and Camilla was
made public, where Charles mused
about being reincarnated as Camilla’s
tampon. In her annual Christmas
message, the Queen labelled 1992 her
“annus horribilis’’ – a horrible year –
with the formal collapse of Charles
and Diana’s marriage, Anne’s divorce
and Sarah,
who was now
separated
from
Andrew,
pictured
having her
toes sucked by
her new lover. A
fire that year
almost burned

down Windsor Castle, and resulted in
the royal family opening Windsor
and Buckingham Palace to tourists to
raise money to pay for the repairs.

DEATH OF DIANA
There was worse to come. In 1997,
Diana died in a car accident with her
new boyfriend, millionaire Dodi
Fayed, in Paris. The palace grossly
underestimated the extent of the
nation’s grief, and the Queen only
emerged to pay public tribute to
Diana after then-prime minister
Tony Blair labelled her
the “people’s
princess’’.
The Queen
made a live
broadcast from
Buckingham
Palace “as your
Queen and as a

grandmother’’, paying tribute to
Diana as an “exceptional and gifted
human being – I admired and
respected her for her energy and
commitment to others, and especially
for her devotion to her two boys.’’

LOVE OF HER LIFE
It was a damaging low point for the
royal family, and some wondered if
“The Firm” would ever recover. But
the Queen kept calm and carried on,
and a few months later shared details
on her marriage to Prince Philip.
“He has, quite simply, been my
strength and stay all these years,” she
said at an event to mark their golden
wedding anniversary.
“I, and his whole family, and this
and many other countries, owe him a
debt greater than he would ever
claim, or we shall ever know.”
Those understated sentiments
reflected the Queen’s great love and
affection for the man who had
followed her for decades, given up his
naval career to support her and was
by her side for every major event in
their lives.
He ran the royal estates on behalf
of the Queen at Windsor,
Sandringham and Balmoral, and
supported the family through
personal crises.
Royal etiquette might have
decreed that displays of affection
were to be kept private, but the

May 17, 2011: The Queen begins a

November 20, 2017:

four-day state visit to Ireland, the first
by a British monarch in 100 years (left).

The Queen and Prince Philip
celebrate their 70th wedding
anniversary.

June 27, 2012: The Queen and
Philip visit Northern Ireland, where
they cement the peace process
(pictured second right).

July 22, 2013: Prince
William and Catherine
welcome a son, Prince
George of Cambridge, who is
third in line to the throne
(right).

May 19, 2018: The Queen’s
grandson, Prince Harry, marries
American actor Meghan Markle in a
fairytale wedding in St George’s Chapel
at Windsor Castle.
November 2019: The Queen’s
son, Prince Andrew (pictured),
announces that he is “stepping back
from royal duties’’ after giving a

best dressed
the queen of fashion, pages 18-19
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WINDING BACK
The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh
with their great grandchildren (from
left) Prince George, Prince Louis,
Savannah Phillips (rear), Princess
Charlotte, Isla Phillips holding
Lena Tindall, and Mia Tindall.
All pictures: Getty, AFP

The Queen’s last visit to
Australia was in 2011, when the
then-85-year-old monarch and
her 90-year-old husband
attended CHOGM in Perth.
Prince Charles began to take
on more of his mother’s duties as
she reached her nineties, and
reduced her working week to
about three days. She still
attended dozens of public events
and made minor changes to her
schedule to allow for her
advancing years, such as no
longer placing a wreath at the
cenotaph on Remembrance
Sunday, so she didn’t have to
stand for the 20-minute service.
On October 13, 2021, she
appeared at a church service at
Westminster Abbey using a walking
stick, the first time she’d been seen
with a mobility support since 2004,
after she underwent minor knee
surgery. On October 22, it emerged
she’d spent a night in hospital for
tests, after cancelling a trip to
Northern Ireland on doctor’s orders
to allow her to have more rest.

With Daniel
Craig; Donald
Trump (below);
and outside
the Scottish
parliament in
2021 (inset).

THE FINAL CHAPTER

The Queen with Prince
Charles, and family (abo
ve),
at her Jubilee celebrat
ions.

couple were photographed over the
years holding hands, giggling
discreetly together, and Philip
occasionally planted a chaste kiss on
the Queen’s cheek.

ANNUS HORRIBILIS II
The monarch had turned to her
husband for support in 2002, when
her beloved sister Margaret died.
The Queen had remained close
with Margaret throughout her reign,
but a lack of a formal role for
Margaret caused tension between the
sisters, as did Margaret’s romance
with the divorced Group Captain
Peter Townsend, her affair with the
much younger Roddy Llewellyn, and
her tempestuous marriage to
photographer Antony ArmstrongJones, from whom she separated
after 10 years of marriage.
A heavy smoker and drinker,
Margaret fell into ill health in her
later years and was treated for mental
illness and lung disease.
She suffered severe burns to her
feet and lower legs in a bathroom
accident and was occasionally
confined to a wheelchair. After a
series of strokes, she died at the age
of 71, a devastating loss for Elizabeth,
who was seen wiping tears as she
emerged from her funeral.
Then, just weeks later, Queen
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, died in
her sleep at the grand old age of 101.

50-YEAR REIGN
The stoic Queen did not have much
time to recover from the heavy loss of
the two most important women in
her life. By June that year, the
Commonwealth was celebrating her
50-year reign, with the Golden
Jubilee celebration culminating in a
parade on London’s The Mall, which
was attended by more than a million
people, waving their Union flags and
cheering the Queen’s good health.
She was feted across the
Commonwealth, including in
Australia, where she visited
Queensland and South Australia and
opened the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting at Coolum.
Stamps and coins were issued to
mark the occasion, and an official
portrait showed the Queen
resplendent in a white silk, satin and
lace dress, wearing the State Diadem
crown and dripping in diamonds.

Her biographer, Robert Hardman,
reported the Queen once said: “I can
never wear beige because nobody will
know who I am.” Another
biographer, Sally Bedell Smith,
reported the Queen had declared: “I
have to be seen to be believed.’’

WORLD LEADERS
The Queen never believed, however,
that she needed to be heard, in
keeping with her lifelong
determination to be apolitical and
never engage in domestic or
international politics. She hosted
most of the world’s most powerful
leaders, including Russian President
Vladimir Putin in 2003, former US
president Barack Obama and his wife
Michelle in 2011, and another former
president, Donald Trump and his

wife Melania, in 2019. She met
Japan’s Emperor Hirohito in 1971, at a
time when anti-Japanese sentiment
was strong, and Chinese President Xi
Jinping in 2015.
In June 2021, she joined world
leaders at Cornwall for the G7
summit, meeting German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, Japan’s then prime
minister Yoshihide Suga, French
President Emmanuel Macron,
Canada’s Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, Britain’s
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, Italy’s Prime
Minister Mario Draghi
and US President Joe
Biden.
Mr Johnson was the
14th prime minister
of her reign.

FASHIONABLE MONARCH
Ms Kelly was responsible for the
Queen’s rainbow-hued dresses and
coats, topped with matching hats,
gloves, leather top-handled bags
from the design house Launer
London and sensible heels from
British shoemaker Anello & Davide.
Royal correspondents frequently
say that she deliberately chose bright
colours so that people standing deep
in a crowd would be able to see her.

In many ways, the Queen’s final
years were some of her hardest.
The death of Prince Philip in April
2021 was tragic enough, but the
restrictions of the Covid era lent his
funeral an especially gloomy air, with
the Queen sitting sad and alone
throughout the service.
After the wedding of Prince Harry
to American actress Meghan Markle
in 2018, the Queen was also buffeted
by their subsequent decision to turn
their backs on the monarchy.
In the past few years, the
complications of advanced age had
become apparent. In October 2021
she appeared at a church service at
Westminster Abbey using a walking
stick, the first time she’d been seen
with a mobility support since 2004,
after she had minor knee surgery. A
week later it emerged she’d spent a
night in hospital for tests.
In February 2022 the Queen
contracted Covid-19, an illness she
later said had left her
“exhausted”.
There were concerns
failing health would prevent
her from participating in the
Platinum Jubilee celebrations
in June, but she appeared a
number of times,
including on the
balcony at
Buckingham Palace,
which would be the
last time the
British public at
large would
gather together
and sing God
Save the Queen
in the presence
of the woman
who had been, in
many ways, their
“strength and stay”
throughout
seven
decades.

disastrous TV interview defending his
friendship with billionaire sex offender
and pedophile Jeffrey Epstein.

history, dies “peacefully” at the age of 99.
The cause of death was given as “old age”.

October 21, 2021:

May 2020: Prince Andrew

October 12, 2021: The Queen is

June 5, 2022: The Queen draws

seen using a walking stick for support
for the first time since surgery to
remove a torn cartilage from her right
knee when she was 76.

Jubilee celebrations to a close with an
appearance on the balcony of
Buckingham Palace, along with Prince
Charles and wife Camilla, Duchess of
Cornwall, as well as the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge, and their
children Prince George, Princess
Charlotte, and Prince Louis.

participating in the traditional
Ceremony of the Key in Edinburgh.

June 27, 2022: The Queen makes

September 9, 2022: The Queen

her last appearance in public,

passes peacefully in Balmoral Castle.

permanently retires from royal life over
the Epstein scandal.

February 2021: Prince Harry and
wife Meghan, who have moved to the
US, quit royal duties after a falling-out
over their roles within the royal
hierarchy (right).
April 9, 2021: Prince Philip, the
longest-serving royal consort in world

October 21, 2021: The Queen
spends a night in hospital after
cancelling a trip to Northern Ireland.
Her doctors order her to rest after a
busy schedule of public engagements.
She is said to be “in good spirits”.

The Queen contracts Covid-19.
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Born to rule

queen elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

The little
girl who
rewrote
history

Growing
Elizabeth at Windsor
with her father in
1946; and (below)
with sister Margaret
and Jane, one of the
family’s pet corgis.
Pictures: Getty

Elizabeth never expected to become
a queen, writes Ellen Whinnett

T

HE royal baby girl
born between two
world wars in
London in 1926
was just 10 years
old when her world changed
forever.
Her father Albert was the
spare, not the heir. His older
brother David, Elizabeth’s
uncle, inherited the throne
when their father, King George
V, died on January 20, 1936.
David took the regnal name
Edward – and became King
Edward VIII.
Princess Elizabeth continued
her peaceful childhood,
enjoying a privileged
upbringing in London and a
close family unit with her
father, mother Elizabeth and
sister Margaret, four years
younger than her.
That was until December 10,
1936, when – after just 325 days
on the throne – Edward
announced he was abdicating,
giving up the throne and
moving to France so he could
marry his lover, the twicedivorced American Wallis
Simpson. He had no children,
so the next in line to the throne
was Elizabeth’s father, Albert
the Duke of York.
Albert took the regnal name
George, one of his middle
names, and became King
George VI. He had no sons, so
his oldest daughter, Princess
Elizabeth, became the heir to
the throne at the age of 10.
King George and his wife
Elizabeth produced no sons in
the next 15 years, so when the
king died on February 6, 1952,
from lung cancer, Princess
Elizabeth became the Queen.
She was 25 years old, had
married Prince Philip in 1947
and had two small children. The
Edward VIII, who
became the Duke
of Windsor after
he abdicated
the throne, with
Wallis Simpson.
Picture: Getty

oldest of them, Prince Charles,
found himself the heir apparent
at the age of just three years.
A documentary by British TV
network Channel 5, broadcast
in 2017, showed how the news
was received in the House of
Windsor when Edward
abdicated the throne.
According to Elizabeth: Our
Queen, the young princess was
attending swimming lessons on
December 10, 1936, and
learning lifesaving techniques.
She returned to their home,
known as 145 Piccadilly, to
write up her notes after class
when she heard cries of “God
Save the King” from outside.
Going to investigate, she
asked a royal footman what had
happened and he told her that
her uncle had abdicated and her
father was now the king.
Princess Elizabeth ran to find
Princess Margaret to discuss
the shocking news. According
to the documentary, Margaret
asked her: “Well, does that
mean that you’re going to be
Queen one day?”
Elizabeth said, “Yes, some
day’’, to which Margaret is said
to have replied: “Poor you!”

At just 10 years old, the weight of the
world fell on young Elizabeth’s shoulders
when she realised her life would never
be her own, writes Ellen Whinnett

E

LIZABETH was homeschooled and never sat an
exam in her life, but she
underwent intensive
training as soon as she
was thrust into the role of heir to the
throne at the age of 10.
Like most wealthy girls of her
generation, Elizabeth, born in 1926,
was not expected to get a job when
she grew
up, and was
groomed for
marriage.
She
was

schooled at home at 145 Piccadilly,
near Hyde Park, alongside little sister
Princess Margaret, learning to read
and write in English and in French,
and taught to play the piano, dance,
and swim. She also studied art,
another suitable subject for a
highborn young lady.
But when her uncle King Edward
VIII abdicated in December 1936, all
that changed, as her father became
King George VI and Princess
Elizabeth became heir to the throne.
The carefree early days were
replaced by days studying with a
tutor, learning constitutional law
and the protocols of the monarchy.
Her grandmother, Queen Mary,
was determined she should be welltrained for her future role, and
“The Firm” stepped in,
appointing Sir Clarence

queen down under
elizabeth’s love for Australia, pages 22-23
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up to be Queen
The future queen (centre),
aged 11, with her mother
Elizabeth (third from left),
sister Margaret (second
right) and father King
George VI (right) on the
day of his coronation in
1937; and (below) George
in full military regalia.
Pictures: Getty

Henry Marten, vice-provost of Eton
College, to train the future monarch
from the time she turned 13.
According to the Channel 5
documentary series Elizabeth: Our
Queen, it was the private tutor
Marten who taught her to remain
politically neutral. He also educated
her about the growing importance
of radio and film as a means of
communicating with her public,
something she grew to understand
after ascending to the throne at the
age of just 25.
An article in The Atlantic,
published in 1943, looked at the then
Princess Elizabeth’s reading list and
reported – approvingly – that Marten
had introduced her to Trevelyan’s
History of England and Muzzey’s
History of the United States.
It said she was fluent in German
and French and could recite

French poetry by heart, as well as
reading most of Shakespeare’s works,
along with The Canterbury Tales, a
good deal of Coleridge, Keats,
Browning and Tennyson, as well as
some of Scott, Dickens, Jane Austen,
Trollope and Robert Louis
Stevenson’’.
“In lighter moments, she turns to
Conan Doyle, John Buchan (I hope
Montrose as well as Greenmantle),
and, before he brought dishonour on
his name, PG Wodehouse,’’ The
Atlantic’s unnamed writer observed.
She also received Biblical history
instruction from the thenArchbishop of Canterbury, the Very
Reverend Cosmo Lang.
Princess Elizabeth was an
accomplished swimmer and passed
all her lifesaving tests, and later
became a Girl Guide at a company

s in
Elizabeth and Margaret as Girl Guide
1938 (far left); playing in a miniature
Marion
automobile with their governess
ing first
Crawford (centre); and demonstrat
Getty
aid in 1942 (right). Pictures: AFP,

attached to the Royal Mews at
Buckingham Palace. After the
Guides, she went on to become a Sea
Ranger, and underwent war training.
During World War II, she trained
as a mechanic and truck driver and
joined the women’s branch of the
army, the Auxiliary Territorial
Service, where she served in uniform
from 1944 to 1945.
All through her childhood and
teenage years she received tutelage
and advice from her mother and
father, and several governesses. The
most influential of these was Scottish
teacher Marion Crawford, who was
hired in 1933 and spent 14 years
teaching the young princesses and
giving them life experiences such as
trips on the London Underground,
and cups of tea at the YWCA.
The royal family website states
that Princess Elizabeth studied

constitutional history and law in
preparing for her future role after
her father succeeded to the throne.
“Princess Elizabeth also learned
French from a number of French and
Belgian governesses,’’ the website
states.
“It is a skill
which has stood
the Queen in
good stead, as
she often has
cause to use it
when speaking
to ambassadors
and heads of
state from
French-speaking
countries, and
when visiting
French-speaking
areas of
Canada.’’

The carefree early
days were
replaced by days
studying with a
tutor, learning
constitutional law
and the protocols
of the monarchy

For the people

12

queen elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

She opened her
Ever since her coronation in 1953,
the Queen has shared her family
life with her subjects like no other
monarch in history, write Fiona
Wingett and Ellen Whinnett

I

T HAD been the setting for
every coronation since the
Norman Conquest of 1066
but, for the first time in
history, TV cameras would be
allowed into Westminster Abbey to
catch every golden moment of the
crowning of Queen Elizabeth II.
The glittering scenes – in all their
antiquated, gleaming glory and never
before witnessed by the great British
public – would for the first time be
watched in living rooms right around
the country, and the world.
As the 39th sovereign was
crowned at the abbey, commoners
would for the first time be allowed a
glimpse of the great and the good,
among a sea of robes and tiaras, as
the Queen took her sacred vows with
all the usual pomp and ceremony.
With Britain still recovering from
the horrors of World War II, and
with food rationing still in place, the
crowning of the 27 year-old Queen in
1953 brought a renewed hope to the
country and heralded the dawning
of a new Elizabethan age.
But this was still a Britain where
the post-war ideals of self-sacrifice
and deference to one’s “betters” held
firm, the mystique and aloofness of
the royal family helping to maintain
the status
The Queen in
1957 after
making the
first televised
Christmas Day
broadcast at
Sandringham.

quo between the upper classes and
the rest.
The image of the Queen and
Prince Philip making their way to
Westminster Abbey in the gleaming,
fairytale gold State Coach pulled by
eight mighty grey geldings – the
diamond and pearl George IV state
diadem on her head – served to set
the scene for the splendour and
solemnity of the occasion inside the
abbey – the magnificence of which,
until then, the monarch’s adoring
public could only have guessed.
Viewers could see her coronation
gown, intricately embroidered with
the floral emblems of nations of the
UK and the Commonwealth,
including the Australian wattle, and
the moment the priceless St Edward’s
Crown was placed on her head.
More than 27 million people,
from a total British population of
36 million, watched the coronation
as television democratised the
ceremony for the first time.
It provided a window into a world
never before seen by most of the
population – and some believe
opened the royal family up to
scrutiny which they had never before
experienced.
But it may never have happened
if the traditionalists at Buckingham
Palace – and Winston Churchill –
had had their way.
There was a fierce
debate as to whether it
should be televised –
the Queen hadn’t
wanted her wedding
televised – and
even once it was
agreed, the level
of access given
to the
cameras
caused deep
divisions.
Cabinet
secretary
Sir
Norman
Brook
warned,
rightly,
that
nothing

Politics
behind
closed
doors

The Queen lunches with Prince Philip and their eldest
children Prince Charles and Princess Anne at Westminster
Castle in the late 1960s. It was filmed as part of Richard
Cawston's BBC documentary Royal Family, which followed
the royals for a whole year. All pictures: Getty Images

would ever be the same again if the
ceremony was to be televised.
“May this not be an awkward
precedent?” he asked.
“What argument will remain for
refusing television facilities of, for
example, royal funerals or weddings,
religious services – and even the
proceedings in the House of
Commons?”
Eventually, the Queen agreed,
bringing the royal family into the
homes of her subjects as never before.
Royal historian Hugo Vickers
wrote that the “successful televising
of the coronation irrevocably
changed the relationship between
the monarch and her people”.
“The great moments of the
Queen’s reign, and some of the
unhappier ones too, have been

relayed to us on screen, “ he wrote.
“She has taken her place at the heart
of a living drama. Even the humblest
of the Queen’s subjects can feel a part
of the great occasions of state – and
exercise a scrutiny that would once
have been unthinkable.”
Mr Vickers told News Corp that
there had been initial reluctance to

It provided a window into a
world never before seen by most of
the population – and some believe
opened the royal family up to
scrutiny which they had never before
experienced

Her relationships with her PMs were
kept secret, writes Ellen Whinnett
Queen Elizabeth faithfully met her
prime ministers for an update on
domestic and global affairs every
week for 30 minutesthroughouther
70-year reign.
The relationship between the
monarch and her prime ministers
has always been shrouded in
secrecy, as the meetings were
private,andno notes were kept.
That secrecy provided plenty of

broadcast the coronation, “largely
because of the additional stress it
would place on the Queen’’.
He said the head of religious
broadcasting at the BBC had made
the point that while a lot of people
were no longer attending church,
services were broadcast on radio into
people’s homes.

inspiration for writers over the
years, with dramatisations of the
meetings appearing on
film,televisionand stage.
The Queen did not proffer
advice, but she was fully briefied on
major events. She was reported to
have loved picking up
bitsofpolitical gossip.
Her first Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill, was a favourite.

She once commented it was
“such fun’’ to meet up with him,
and later made him a Knight of the
Garter.
She also bestowed that honour
on her first Labour PM, Harold
Wilson, with whom she had a warm
rapport.
Mr Wilson was reportedly
instrumental in encouraging the
then monarch to visit the town of
Aberfan following the 1966
miningdisasterwhich claimed the
lives of 144 people, including 116
children. Initially reluctant to go,
the Queen relented eightdays

afterthe catastrophe - later saying
the delay was one of her biggest
regrets.
There were echoes of that
moment in 1997, when Tony Blair
helped convince the Queen to
come to London and speak to a
nationthatwas mourning the death
of Princess Diana. Holed up in
Balmoral, the Queen’s initial
reticence prompted a slew of
negativenewspaperheadlines such
as “Show us you care”.
The Queen’s relationship with
the Iron Lady Margaret Thatcher,
her longest-serving prime minister,
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life to the world
The Queen holds a
video conversation
from Windsor with
the former governor
of South Australia,
Hieu Van Le, and
Premier Steven
Marshall in
February 2021.

Being filmed
for a BBC
documentary
at the 1991
Epsom Derby,
and (below)
opening
parliament
in July 1970.

“That was thought to be a
wonderful way of reaching people,’’
Mr Vickers said.
“So to deny them the chance to
see the coronation, which was such
an important thing, it would be a
great pity.
“And, of course, it did have a huge
impact. Not only were people able to
share it, as it actually happened, on
tiny little sets with flickering black
and white images … people actually
bought television sets specifically to
watch the coronation.’’
Mr Vickers said there were “very,
very stringent rules’’ around what the
BBC could film or broadcast during
their five and a half hours of
coverage, and the Queen being
anointed with the holy oil and taking
communion were not shown.

“But there was this beautiful
moment where the BBC cameraman
saw the Queen coming out and she
had on the Imperial State Crown,”
Mr Vickers said.
“She was coming down the aisle
and he just couldn’t resist it, he just
went in for a close-up, and that
footage is absolutely glorious – so,
good for him for doing it.
“That was the beginning, I
suppose, of the television age.’’
By allowing the cameras into
Westminster Abbey, the Queen
made one of the most fundamental
shifts in the monarchy throughout
its long history.
Indeed, the Queen herself, in her
humble Annus Horribilis speech in
1992 said: “No institution, city,
monarchy, whatever, should expect

to be free from the scrutiny of those
who give it their loyalty and support,
not to mention those who don’t.”
Former British prime minister
Clement Attlee proclaimed at the
time: “Let us hope that we are
beginning a new Elizabethan age
no less renowned than the first.”
Whether she has achieved that is
doubtful, as she saw her dominions
shrink rather than expand, and was
Queen at the time of the Suez Crisis,
which saw Britain humbled as a
world power.
But she has also overseen massive
change in the way the royal family
interacts with the people.
In allowing the cameras into her
life, she gave her subjects a window
into her world that would never be
the same again.

The Queen
with Winston
Churchill in
1953, and
meeting Boris
Johnson at
Buckingham
Palace in 2019.
Pictures: AFP,
Getty
generated much speculation.
Majesty Magazine editor Joe
Little said the two had some sort of
“spat’’ early on.

“There was a lot of trouble at the
time,’’ he said, but also pointed out
the Queen attended Mrs Thatcher’s
funeral in 2013 — the only prime

ministerial funeral she attended
since Mr Churchill’s in 1965.
The Queen’s former press
secretary Dickie Arbiter said the

story was a “a media myth’’ and the
pair “got along extremely
wellandrespected each other
highly.”
Boris Johnson’s relationship
with the monarch was more
awkward. In January 2022 he
issued a grovelling apology to the
Queenforparties at 10 Downing
Street which flouted Covid-19
restrictions, some of which
occurred during the mourning
period forPrincePhilip.
It was, commentators said, a
“new low” in the relationship
between the monarch and a sitting
prime minister.

It is said that the Queen and Margaret
Thatcher greatly admired each other.
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Military service q u e e n

A young Princess
Elizabeth trains as
a mechanic during
World War II.
Picture: War Office

elizabeth II 1926 - 2022

A leader
who was
forged in
the fires
of battle
As commander in chief of the armed forces,
the Queen had a unique respect for the men
and women who served, like she did, in
times of war, writes Ellen Whinnett

E
Elizabeth and
Margaret (left)
broadcast during
the war in 1940.
Picture: AFP

Elizabeth reviews
the guards in 1952,
two months after
becoming queen.
Picture: AFP

LIZABETH was
always strongly
connected to the
military, and her
experience of
World War II left her with a
deep respect and affection for
the armed forces.
The Queen enlisted with
the Auxiliary Territorial
Service when she turned 18,
and learned how to drive and
maintain cars, trucks and
ambulances during the war.
She lived through the Blitz,
and when she became Queen
in 1952 she also became the
commander in chief of the
British Armed Forces – a
ceremonial appointment, but
an important one.
She deeply respected
those who donned the
uniform for their country,
and she was also a wife,
a mother and a grandmother
of those who served.
Until her later years, she
wore military uniform and
rode horseback at the
Trooping of the Colour
military parade in
honour of her birthday,
and was named
colonel-in-chief of
numerous regiments
right across the
Commonwealth.
Royal historian
Hugo Vickers told
News Corp the
Queen was one of the
last survivors of the

war period and had distinct
memories of it.
“She spent most of the war
at Windsor Castle with her
younger sister Princess
Margaret,’’ he said.
“Princess Margaret used to
say that she was surrounded
by barbed wire, which
‘wouldn’t have kept the
Germans out but would have
kept us in’.”
The princesses were
regularly bundled off to the
underground vaults in the
castle as bombs rained down
on Windsor Great Park.
Mr Vickers said the Queen
had a number of
friends who
went to war
and she, like
many of her
generation,
had lost
friends and

Princess Elizabeth in
her army uniform in
1945. Picture: Getty

relatives. Her uncle, Prince
George, the Duke of Kent,
died in a plane crash in
Scotland in 1942. A member of
the Royal Air Force, his death
marked the first time in 500
years a member of the British
royal family had been killed in
active military duty.
Mr Vickers said the
Queen’s war experiences
“gave her a sort of stoicism
which later generations to
some extent lacked”.
“Once you’ve been through
all that, you’ve heard the Blitz
and you’ve lived through the
bombings, you’ve seen
everybody rallying together –
and she, of course, did her bit
in the ATS. She was trained
changing sparking plugs and
that sort of stuff,’’ he said.
“Seeing her parents and
hearing their stories about
visiting London’s East End
and Coventry and all the
places that were bombed and
coming out the other side.
“Also marrying a naval
officer (Prince Philip) who
served at Cape Matapan (the
site of a significant naval battle
off the coast of Greece), who
was mentioned in dispatches
and had been out in the Far
East, that was a generation
which had spent its most
formative years in and around
military uniforms.
“It was a very, very big part
of her life and would have had
a huge effect.’’
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A young
Princess
Elizabeth at
her first
Trooping of
the Colour
ceremony.
Picture: Getty

Reviewing the Yeoman
of the Guard on the
40th anniversary of her
coronation. Picture: AFP

Changing the plugs
in a car in 1945.
Picture: AFP
The
royal family
refused to leave the UK when
the war broke out, and
Elizabeth and Margaret were
moved first to Balmoral in
Scotland, then to
Sandringham in Norfolk,
before they settled in at
Windsor Castle.
The young princess was
only 14 when the war erupted,
but that October she made
her first broadcast to the
nation, recording a radio
message at Windsor to the
children who had been
evacuated from London,
which was broadcast across
the globe by the BBC.
Talking directly to the

young
evacuees, she
urged them to show
courage.
“When peace comes,” she
said, “remember, it will be for
us, the children of today, to
make the world of tomorrow
a better and happier place.
“All of us children who are
still at home think continually
of our friends and relations
who have gone overseas –
who have travelled thousands
of miles to find a wartime
home and a kindly welcome in
Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa and the
United States of America.’’
According to the National
World War II Museum in
New Orleans, Princess

Elizabeth was given the
role of honorary colonel
of the Grenadier
Guards, to symbolise
her military
involvement in the war
effort.
In 1944, when she
turned 18, she joined the
women’s branch of the
British Army, known as the
Auxiliary Territorial
Service.
The World War II
Museum said King George
ensured she did not get a
special rank in the army, and
she started as a second
subaltern before being
promoted to junior
commander, the equivalent
of the rank of captain.
She began her training as
a mechanic in March 1945,
undertaking a driving and
vehicle maintenance course,
where newspapers dubbed her
“Princess Auto Mechanic”.
Throughout her training,
she worked on the engines of
numerous military vehicles
and developed a love of
driving that she retained all
her life, often seen behind the
wheel of her Range Rover well
after her 90th birthday.
She also remained deeply
interested in military strategy,
and asked insightful questions
of the military chiefs –
generals, field marshals,
admirals and air marshals –
with whom she came into

regular contact. Mr
Vickers recalled sitting
next to the Queen at
dinner in 1999 at the time
of the Iraq war, when she
remarked: “Well, we may
suddenly find a use for the
parachute regiment.’’
“It was one of the many
things she was thinking
about,’’ Mr Vickers said.
He said she had a lot of
affection for the armed forces.
“She knew where she was with
them and they knew where
they were with her.’’
When the war in Europe
ended in 1945, Princess
Elizabeth, dressed in her ATS
uniform, and Princess
Margaret slipped out of
Buckingham Palace and
joined the euphoric crowds in
the streets. The Queen spoke
years later to the BBC, saying
“all of us were swept along by
tides of happiness and relief …
I think it was one of the most
memorable nights of my life”.
The royal family’s website
states that the Queen’s
relationship with the armed
forces began when she joined
the ATS in 1945, becoming the
first female member of the
royal family to enlist on a fulltime basis.
“The Queen also spends
much time meeting
servicemen and women of all
ranks, and their families, both
at home and on overseas
trips,’’ the website says.

Inspecting a poppy installation
in London in 2014. Picture: AFP
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The Queen and Prince Philip on
their wedding day in 1947; and
(above) on their honeymoon in
Romsey in southern England.
Pictures: Getty, AP

‘My strength, my
stay, and my love’
I

Philip and the Queen
were inseparable from
the start. Picture: Getty

N death, as in life, the
Queen will have Prince
Philip by her side, with
the pair to be interred
together in a vault at
Windsor Castle.
Queen Elizabeth will be
laid to rest in the King George
VI Memorial Chapel,
adjoining St George’s Chapel,
within the Windsor Castle
walls.
There, her husband of 73
years, Prince Philip, will join
her forever.
Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, was buried in the
Royal Vault under St George’s
Chapel at Windsor Castle
following his death in April
2021 at the age of 99.
He will now be transferred
the few metres to the King
George chapel, to join his
lifelong love in their final
resting place.
The pair had been married
since November 20, 1947, a
love match which stood the
test of time and sustained

Throughout 73 years of marriage, the Queen
and Prince Philip’s love never wavered even
for a moment, writes Ellen Whinnett
the Queen through seven
decades of her reign.
The famously outspoken
Queen’s consort had been by
her side all her adult life,
walking several steps behind,
her as protocol dictated, and
giving her his unwavering
support and devotion.
Neither the Queen nor the
Duke were given to displays of
emotion, which makes the
comments she made about
him at their 50th anniversary
20 years ago so significant. She
described him as “my strength
and stay’’ and said she owed
him a great debt.
“Yesterday I listened as
Prince Philip spoke at the
Guildhall, and I then proposed
our host’s health. Today the
roles are reversed,’’ she told a

group gathered to celebrate
their anniversary.
“All too often, I fear, Prince
Philip has had to listen to me
speaking. Frequently we have
discussed my intended speech
beforehand and, as you will
imagine, his views have been
expressed in a forthright
manner. He is someone
who doesn’t take easily to
compliments but he has, quite
simply, been my strength and
stay all these years, and I, and
his whole family, and this and
many other countries, owe
him a debt greater than he
would ever claim, or we shall
ever know.’’
Former Buckingham
Palace press secretary Dickie
Arbiter said the Queen had
made it known several times

how important Prince Philip
had been in her life.
“(It was) made clear she
couldn’t have done the job
without his support and wise
counsel,’’ Mr Arbiter said.
“He has not let her down.
Their marriage is a true love
story – there are not many of
those about today.’’
Majesty Magazine
managing editor Joe Little
agreed, and told News Corp
the Queen couldn’t have done
everything she had in her
extraordinary career without
the support of Prince Philip.
“She couldn’t really have
done it without him,’’ he said.
“They have had their
moments, but one most
definitely needed the other.’’
Mr Little said Prince Philip
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Elizabeth and Philip with
Charles, Anne and baby
Andrew at Balmoral in
1960; and (below) the
happy couple in Scotland
in 2015. Pictures: Getty

Elizabeth
and her
husband,
in full
uniform,
share a
joke in
2005.
Picture:
Getty

At the opening of parliament in 2015
(above), and on their 50th anniversary
in 2007 (right). Pictures: Getty
had not
caused the
Queen any real
problems during their
long union.
“As he got older, he cared
a bit less about what people
think. At times he was rude
and had been all his life,’’ Mr
Little added.
As for Philip’s famous
gaffes – such as telling British
students that if they stayed in
China too long they’d get
“slitty eyes” – Mr Little and
Mr Arbiter both believed less
offence had been caused than
the media coverage would
suggest. “A lot of it was Philip’s
way of relaxing people,’’ Mr
Little said. “When the Queen
was appearing at an event, a
lot of people got very nervous.
He would say something to
lighten the mood.’’
Mr Arbiter agreed, saying
most people saw the funny
side in his comments.
He said the 1986 comments

to the
Scottish students in China had
been “laughed off’’ by China,
who “couldn’t understand
what the fuss was about”.
Philip also caused a minor
uproar in 2002 when he asked
a group of Indigenous
Australians: “Do you still
throw spears at each other?”
Distant cousins Princess
Elizabeth and Philip, Prince of
Greece and Denmark, first
met as children, and again
when the princess was 13 years
old, when she accompanied
her father King George VI to a
visit at the Royal Naval
College in Dartmouth.
A cadet at the school,
Prince Philip was dispatched
to entertain the young
princess with a game of
croquet. The year was 1939.

They
exchanged
letters, and by
1946 became
secretly engaged when
Philip asked King George VI
for his daughter’s hand in
marriage. The king agreed,
provided the young couple
kept it a secret until
Elizabeth’s 21st birthday the
following year, and the
engagement was announced
in July 1947.
The wedding was held on
November 20, 1947, at
Westminster Abbey. In
preparation, Philip converted
from Greek orthodoxy to
become a member of the
Church of England and
renounced his Greek and
Danish titles.
He also changed his name
to Philip Mountbatten, from
his British mother’s side of the
family, and was granted the
titles of His Royal Highness
and the Duke of Edinburgh.
He gave up his naval career,

after serving with distinction
throughout World War II.
The wedding, despite
coming so close after the
end of the war, was a
marvellous spectacle:
Princess Elizabeth had
eight bridesmaids and the
wedding party was
transported in horsedrawn carriages through
the streets of London as
hundreds of thousands
cheered them on.
Despite his royal
upbringing – born in
Greece on June 10, 1921,
the youngest child of
Prince Andrew of Greece
and Denmark and Princess
Alice – Philip’s early life was
not easy. He was exiled to
France as a baby after a
revolution in Greece, and was
essentially raised by his British
relatives after his mother was
committed to a mental
institution after suffering a
breakdown, and his father
moved in with his mistress.
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Perfectly dressed

1954
sydney

‘I
1947
wedding
day

1940
sTYLISH
TEENAGER

CAN never wear
beige because
nobody will know
who I am.”
According to the
Queen’s biographer, Robert
Hardman, this was the
longest-serving monarch’s
reasoning for her famously
vivid wardrobe. From the
neon green number worn
to celebrate her 90th
birthday, to sunny yellow
for the wedding of Prince
William and Kate
Middleton in 2011, Queen
Elizabeth II made
rainbow ensembles one of
her sartorial signatures.
But there was another
less self-deprecating and
more sentimental
reason behind the
choice. In the
documentary The
Queen at 90, Sophie
Countess of Wessex
revealed a hidden
meaning behind
the Queen’s
bright colour
blocking

1963
melbourne

1977
new
zealand

1975
Mexico

With a colourful look all her own, the
Queen never put a fashion foot wrong,
write Vogue Australia’s
Annie Brown and
Edwina McCann
(that is, wearing one colour from
head to toe – and, in the Queen’s
case, usually a matching dress,
coat and hat): she knew people
wanted a glimpse of her.
“She needs to stand out for
people to be able to say ‘I saw
the Queen’,” Sophie said. “Don’t
forget that when she turns up
somewhere, the crowds are up to
15 deep, and someone wants to
be able to say they saw a bit of
the Queen’s hat as she went by.”
The importance of fashion
throughout the Queen’s life
mustn’t be underestimated. She
used its soft-touch diplomacy to
follow protocol and offer
messages of goodwill, regal
dignity, hope, and even joy.
Take, for example, the
Queen’s dress for
her wedding to

1961
INDIA

Philip Mountbatten in 1947.
Designed by Norman Hartnell,
one of Her Majesty’s favourite
designers – he was also
commissioned for her
coronation gown in 1953 – the
duchess satin was purchased
using ration coupons, just like
any other British bride marrying
in the shadow of World War II.
The dress was embroidered with
motifs of wheat, roses and starshaped flowers in gold and silver
thread, inspired by Botticelli’s
masterpiece Primavera. It was
intended as a symbol of rebirth
and renewal after a time of great
hardship. Hartnell himself said it
was “the most beautiful dress I
ever made”.
This dignified approach to
fashion diplomacy was
reflected too in how the

2012
Derby Day

1988
BALMORAL
CASTLE

Queen would choose a brooch
from her beloved, and
spectacular, collection with the
emblem of a host nation while
on a royal tour.
She would also commission
dresses with meaningful and
appropriate motifs. In 1986, she
was the first British monarch to
visit China, and she dined with
leader Deng Xiaoping wearing a
dress adorned with China’s
national flower.
In 2011, she wore a white
dress with 2091 hand-sewn silk
shamrocks for a visit to Ireland
(not to mention the emerald
green dress she arrived in).
Every outfit was deliberate
and reportedly logged in a
spreadsheet by Her Majesty’s
loyal and long-serving
dressmaker, personal dresser
and close confidante Angela
Kelly in order to avoid outfit
repeats (unless intentional).
Of course, the Queen would
wear her most splendid of the
Crown Jewels with aplomb.
Brooches were essential, and
some of her favourites included
the spectacular Cullinan V

2016 trooping
of the colour
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for every occasion

1989
kew, uk
Brooch, made by the House of
Garrard jewellers in 1911 and cut
from the Cullinan diamond, the
largest ever found, and the City
of London Lily Brooch.
Her favourite tiara was said
to be “Granny’s Tiara”, given to
her by her grandmother, Queen
Mary. Tradition, family
connection and duty was a
message behind perhaps her
most worn jewels, her three
strands of pearls. They were said
to be made from family heirloom
pearls, a tradition started by
Queen Victoria and passed
down through the family.
Despite all of the jewels, there
was an air of British pragmatism,
and of keeping calm and
carrying on in her fashion
choices. There was a ban on
“vulgar” colourful nail polish –
though if one must, a slick of
nude (Queen Elizabeth is said to
have worn Essie’s Nail Lacquer
in Ballet Slippers since 1989) was
permissible. The clothes she
wore when visiting her Scottish
residence Balmoral (reportedly
her favourite) particularly
emphasised this aesthetic: tartan
skirts, waxed Barbour jackets,
and a silk scarf (often from

1979 IN kuwait,
with Sheik
Abdullah Jabir

1992
france

2002
Golden
Jubilee

luxury French maison Hermes)
worn around her hair. It is here,
and when she was pictured at
events such as the Windsor
Horse Show, that it’s easy to
imagine the Queen, surrounded
by her beloved corgis and horses,
felt at her happiest.
This sensible approach was
also evident in Her Majesty’s
loyalty to certain brands and
people, including Angela Kelly
and dressmaker Stewart Parvin.
The Queen was rarely
without her trademark British
heritage brand Launer handbags
(she was said to own more than
200 of them) and her practical,
patent leather, block-heeled
Anello & Davide loafers. Indeed,
one rather fun fact is that it was
someone in Buckingham
Palace’s duty to break in Her
Majesty’s shoes lest a walkabout
be marred with a blister. She was
almost always wearing gloves, a
useful choice for someone who,
at least pre-pandemic, spent an
awful lot of time shaking
an awful lot of people’s
hands.
Reportedly, all
those small handbags,
perfectly carried in

2011
kate & will’s
wedding

the crook of her arm, served a
double duty. According to royal
experts, if the Queen moved her
handbag from her left arm to her
right arm while talking with
someone, her people knew that
she wanted to wrap things up. If
the Queen put her bag on the
floor it was an SOS sign that she
needed rescuing from an
awkward encounter. And if at
dinner she placed her handbag
on the table, it was a sign that
the event ought to end in the
next five minutes.
But there were some truly
spectacular outfits too.
Highlights include the gorgeous
marigold polka dot dress with
matching turban worn on a state
visit to Mexico in 1975; a floralappliqued, sweetheart-neckline
gown worn in 1954 to a gala in
Australia (famously Pat Hills,
then lord mayor of Sydney,
caused quite a fuss by lightly
touching Her Majesty in a
galling breach of etiquette), and
the times she wore a floral
print so well, such as a 1967
visit to Malta and in 2021
when meeting US
President Joe Biden.

1954
melbourne

2011
ireland

As the Queen grew more
confident in her role, she left
behind the sweet peter pan
collars and pastels she wore
as a princess and embraced
the bold and the bombastic.
She also recognised the
enormous impact the
fashion industry has in terms
of economic, creative and
social contribution. In 2018,
the Queen Elizabeth II
Award for British Design
was established, recognising
the work of young British
designers who helped their
communities. To launch the
award, the Queen, in an
outfit of fetching duck egg
blue, experienced her first
fashion week front row. She sat
next to Dame Anna Wintour,
Vogue’s editor-in-chief, to watch
the inaugural winner Richard
Quinn’s runway show.
In her life of service, the
Queen always used fashion to
make sure every moment
counted. And contrary to her
protestations, it would have been
truly impossible to miss her – for
she was always, always dressed
for the occasion.

2016 90th
birthday

2017
charity
event

2021 with
anna wintour
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Charles to emerge
from the shadows
After decades in the background,
a new king has his chance to make
his mark on the monarchy, and the
world, writes Ellen Whinnett

K

ING Charles III
comes to the
throne at the
age of 73; an
ageing man
determined to finally make
his mark after spending his
entire adult life in the shadow
of his mother.
The new king, who
became heir to the throne at
the age of just three years old,
inherits the crown after a 70year wait, a period he filled
with activism, sometimes
unpopular opinions, and wellarticulated yearnings to
achieve something with his
life.
He often felt trapped in his
royal role, observing at times
that he needed to accept his
fate that “unorthodox
individuals’’ were doomed to
years of “ridicule’’ and
lamenting that “nobody
knows what the utter hell it is
to be the Prince of Wales’’.
The death of his former
wife, Princess Diana, and his
affair with, and later marriage
to, the true love of his life
Camilla Parker Bowles, have
often overshadowed his
charitable efforts and
fundraising work.
His zealous
support of
homoeopathic
medicines,
organic
farming

techniques and climate
change mitigation have seen
him labelled variously as an
unwelcome meddler and a
visionary who is years ahead
of his time.
Government officials in
the UK and across the
Commonwealth will now
watch nervously to see how
the new monarch approaches
his role, and whether he will
be as hands-off as his fiercely
apolitical mother.
Royal historian Hugo
Vickers said he expected King
Charles to be very different
from Prince Charles.
“When he becomes king,
he almost has a new start, and
you can see this with Edward
VII and other members of the
royal family when they
succeed,’’ Mr Vickers said.
“Edward VII as Prince of
Wales was considered to be a
fairly flaky character, but the

Prince Charles and Lady Diana
after their engagement in 1981.

moment he became king he
sort of transformed into this
amazingly wonderful,
substantial diplomatic figure.
“Edward VIII was three
different men – he was a
rather charming Prince of
Wales, an anxious Edward
VIII, (and) he was a whining
and whingeing Duke of
Windsor after abdication.
“George VI of course took
a little bit more time to get
into his stride.’’
The new king also takes
on the task of replacing his
beloved mother in the
public’s affections after her
extraordinary 70 years on the
throne, a period so lengthy
that three generations across
the Commonwealth have
only ever known Elizabeth as
their sovereign. Republicans
in places such as Australia
who have bided their
time under Elizabeth will
have no such qualms
under Charles, and it’s
likely there will be a
rush of republic
debates, and even
votes, across the
Commonwealth under
Charles’s reign.
Mr Vickers said those
republicans would need to

BORN TO BE KING
the making of a VERY modern monarch

November 14, 1948: Born to then
Princess Elizabeth at Buckingham
Palace in London, while his father
Prince Philip plays a game of squash.
February 6, 1952: At just three
years old, Charles becomes heir to the
throne when King George VI dies and
Elizabeth becomes Queen.
October 1957: Becomes the first
royal heir in history to attend school

when he starts at Hill House prep
school in Knightsbridge, London.
July 1958: Queen Elizabeth bestows
the title of Prince of Wales on nineyear-old Charles.
April 1962: Charles starts at Prince
Philip’s old school in Scotland,
Gordonstoun, which he hates.
October 1967: Charles becomes the
first royal heir to attend university,

weigh up what will happen
after Charles, whose son
Prince William is now the
heir presumptive, passes on.
“Prince William, when he
has been to Australia and
New Zealand, places like that,
especially when he takes the
kids with him, has been
incredibly popular,’’ he said.
Charles and Elizabeth
were different in many ways.
Where his mother was
frugal, he is extravagant.
Where she was
determined to avoid
controversy, he sought it.
Where she always
declined to tell governments
what to do, Charles has spent
decades handwriting letters
to ministers, his “black spider
memos’’ telling them how
they should handle issues
such as urban planning and
environmental policy.
Born on November 14,
1948, to the then Princess
Elizabeth and her husband
Prince Philip, Charles was an
awkward, bookish child,
intimidated by his gruff,
athletic father and
overshadowed by his
confident younger sister,
Princess Anne.
He attended the same

studying anthropology, archaeology
and history at Trinity College at
Cambridge.
June 1970: Graduates from Trinity
College.
1971: Becomes romantically involved
with Camilla Shand. They later break
up. She goes on to marry Andrew
Parker Bowles.
March 1971: Charles begins training
to fly fighters with the Royal Air Force
but transfers to naval college and
serves five years with the Royal Navy.
1980: Charles and Lady Diana
Spencer begin dating. They meet just
13 times before Prince Charles asks
her to marry him.

schools his father had done –
Cheam, in England, and then
spent his high school years as
a boarder at Gordonstoun,
the austere school in
Scotland, after his father
decided he would benefit
from its cold showers, tight
discipline and intensive
outdoors program. He later
wrote how miserable he
found the experience.
He spent two terms at
Geelong Grammar’s
Timbertop campus in
Victoria, Australia, then went
on to study archaeology and
anthropology at Cambridge,
where he became the first
heir to the throne to receive
a university degree when he
graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts in 1970.
He served in the Royal Air
Force and then the Royal
Navy from 1971 to 1976.
By his late 20s, he was an
accomplished polo player and
was often seen out on the
town or on glamorous
holidays with various young
society ladies. But behind the
scenes, the unlikely playboy
prince was struggling to carve
out a suitable role.
In a private letter written
in March 1987, he admitted:

The official
portrait on
his 60th
birthday;
marriage
to Camilla
(above);
with the
Queen as
a boy (left).
Pictures:
AP, AFP,
Getty
‘Unless I rush about doing
things and trying to help
furiously, I will not (and the
monarchy will not) be seen
to be relevant and I will be
considered a mere playboy!’
Having somewhat
foolishly declared he thought
30 was the right age to get
married, Charles felt
pressured as his self-imposed
deadline approached and no
suitable marriage candidate
had been found. He had
dated Camilla Shand in the
1970s, but the relationship
petered out and she married
Charles’s associate Andrew
Parker Bowles.
In 1981, he married Lady
Diana Spencer. They had met
just 13 times before their

February 24, 1981: Engagement of
Sometime in 1986: Charles
Charles and Diana is announced. He is becomes reacquainted with Camilla
31 and she is only 19.
Parker Bowles. They begin an
July 29, 1981: Charles and
affair. Diana too is having
Diana marry at St Paul’s
affairs.
Cathedral in London.
June 15, 1992: A
Camilla Parker Bowles
bombshell book Diana,
is among the wedding
Her True Story, by
guests.
author Andrew Morton
June 21, 1982: The
is released, spilling the
future heir to the
beans on the problems
Charles and
throne Prince William
in Charles and Diana’s
Diana in 1981.
is born.
marriage.
September 15, 1984:
December 9, 1992: Prime
Charles and Diana’s second son
minister John Major tells parliament
Prince Henry – to be known as Harry – Charles and Diana will separate but
is born.
do not intend to divorce.
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Prince Charles has his
foibles, but he is not a
crook, not a bully, and
not a hypocrite
Royal biographer Penny Junor

Prince Charles and son William, who is next in line.

The royal luggage being
loaded for Charles and
Diana’s tour of Australia.
huge wedding at St Paul’s
Cathedral, and the marriage
almost immediately began to
fray, the pair unable to
overcome their 12-year age
gap, their huge differences in
world outlook, Diana’s
concerns about how she
fitted into the royal family,
and Charles’s continued
affections for Camilla.
Their sons William and

Harry were born in 1982 and
1984, but Charles and Diana
both became embroiled in
love affairs and, after a series
of scandals, divorced in 1996.
The glamorous Diana
reinvented herself as a
popular princess who
travelled the world doing
charitable work, and there
was global mourning when
she died in a car accident in

January 17, 1993: British media
outlets publish a transcript of a
sexually charged conversation
between Charles and Camilla in 1989
in which he suggests he might be
reincarnated as her tampon.
June 1994: Two years after their
separation, Charles confesses
adultery in a televised interview.
January 19, 1995: Camilla and
Andrew Parker Bowles divorce.
November 20, 1995: A now
deeply estranged Diana gives an
unprecedented interview to
Panorama in which she admits to
being unfaithful to Charles. However,
the comment most remembered is

Paris in 1997.
They were dark times for
Charles, who bore the
backlash from the public who
were furious over what was
perceived as an uncaring
royal response to Diana’s
death. “Nobody knows what
the utter hell it is to be the
Prince of Wales,’’ he wrote in
a self-pitying letter in 2004.
But by 2005, after years of
careful work to repair both
their reputations, Charles
married Camilla in a low-key
ceremony at Windsor.
Middle-aged and finally
married to the woman he had
loved most of his adult life,
Charles found happiness and
a better sense of purpose.
He became a passionate

gardener who turned his rural
estate, Highgrove, into an
eclectic showpiece, ramped
up his charity work, and in
recent years took up more
official travel on royal duties
after his mother gave up
long-haul flying in 2011 at
the age of 85.
He showed sound business
initiative and developed his
private investment company,
the Duchy of Cornwall, into a
business that holds $1.7bn in
assets as the fourth-biggest
landowner in England. Much
of its wealth comes from its
booming business in organic
foods. Charles himself is the
largest individual private
landholder in the UK.
His Prince’s Trust charity,

when she told her interviewer there
in Paris, sparking international
were three people in her marriage
mourning and widespread derision
and it was “a bit crowded”.
at the royal family, who were
December 1995: The
perceived to be uncaring.
Queen, furious at the
January 29, 1999:
public row, which has
Charles and Camilla
been dubbed the War
make their first public
of the Waleses, writes
appearance together,
separate letters to
at a party at the Ritz.
Charles and Diana
February 2005:
ordering them to
Charles and Camilla
Charles and
divorce.
announce their
Harry.
August 28, 1996:
engagement.
Charles and Diana finalise
April 9, 2005: Charles and
their divorce.
Camilla wed at the registry office
August 31, 1997: Diana dies in a car
in Windsor, followed by a blessing at
crash with her boyfriend Dodi Fayed
St George’s Chapel. The Queen does

founded in 1976 with
his last navy pay
cheque, has been a
huge success and more
than a million young
people have benefited from
some of his employment, selfhelp and training programs.
“All those things happened
but the problem that he has
had, of course, is that he has
had these two very difficult
marriages, which have been
controversial for one reason
or another,” Mr Vickers said.
“That has to some extent
eclipsed the good things that
he’s done.’’
An unflattering biography,
Rebel Prince, by journalist
Tom Morton, reinforced the
notion he was an eccentric
man, out of touch with
ordinary life in a way his
mother never was.
The book included claims
Charles had once screamed in
horror and asked Camilla
what was sitting atop their
sandwiches. She had told him
it was cling film, something
he had never encountered.
Morton also claimed that
a policeman accompanying
Charles would carry a premixed martini for him to
drink when he arrived at a
dinner or function, and
sometimes the host would be
handed a bag that would
contain the food he would eat
that night. There are reports
of him arriving for weekend
visits at posh country estates
in a helicopter because he had
so much luggage, and
sometimes sending a truck
the day before to take his own
bed and toilet seat.
Royal biographer Penny
Junor, who has known
Charles for more than 30
years, wrote to the Mirror in
his defence after Morton’s
book was published.
“Prince Charles has his
foibles, but he is not a crook,
not a bully, and not a

not attend but later gives a warm
speech where she notes that her son
is “home with the woman he loves”.
July 22, 2013: Birth of Prince
George makes Charles a grandfather.
April 20, 2018: Leaders who have
gathered in London for CHOGM
agree to make Prince Charles the
head of the Commonwealth when
he ascends the throne.
September, 2021: A “cash-forhonours” scandal erupts, with
claims middlemen took cuts for
setting up meetings between
wealthy donors and the Prince
of Wales. Charles denies any
knowledge of the scheme.

hypocrite,’’ she wrote. “Yes,
he is spoilt, he is petulant, he
is pampered, and there is no
denying he takes everything
but the kitchen sink with him
when he goes to stay away
from home for any length of
time. He also has a terrible
temper and has a great
tendency to feel sorry for
himself. I have been writing
all this for years, and so have
others.’’
In recent years, Charles
had been working behind the
scenes to create a slimmeddown monarchy. This would
reduce costs, and would in
practice restrict those who
appeared at ceremonial
occasions such as on the
Buckingham Palace balcony
for the Trooping of the
Colour to just those who are
direct heirs to the throne, and
their families.
While his efforts alone
have not been successful,
other events have resulted in
a reduction of the “working
royal’’ cohort. His brother
Andrew retired from public
life in disgrace over his
friendship with the billionaire
pedophile Jeffrey Epstein. His
son Harry and wife Meghan
quit the royal family and
moved to California after
falling out with the palace
hierarchy.
Mr Vickers said Charles
brings enormous experience
to the role of sovereign of the
UK and Commonwealth.
“He met Churchill as a
little boy; he met president
Nixon, for better or for worse;
and he will have met all those
prime ministers throughout
the ages,” he said. “I think he
will need lots of support and
lots of open minds as to what
sort of king he will be.
“He obviously isn’t going
to be there as long as his
mother and there is another
generation coming forward.’’

Prince Charles,
holds Prince Louis
in 2018. Picture:
Getty Images
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She had a special
During her 16 visits, the Queen
developed a unique love for
the land Down Under, write
Ellen Whinnett and
Kristin Shorten

P
The Queen is delighted
to get to know some of
Australia’s wildlife
during her royal tour of
the country in April
1970. Picture: Getty

Meeting Max Walker in 1975. Picture: Central Press

The Queen with an AFL football in
Perth in 2011. Picture: Getty

Whitlam’s
dismissal
lives in our
memories

The Queen and Prince Philip in Brisbane in 1954.

The palace insists she had nothing to
do with it, writes Ellen Whinnett
THE Queen’s relationship with
Australia’s governments and prime
ministers over the past six decades
was, broadly, uncomplicated and
uncontroversial – with the single
exception of the time surrounding
the governor-general’s dismissal
of Gough Whitlam in 1975.
Robert Menzies was in power
when the Queen took the throne in
1952, and he led Australia for the

first 14 years of her reign. He was
the first of 14 Australian prime
ministers to be appointed during
her reign (Kevin Rudd served
twice), and by all accounts Menzies
remained one of her favourites.
Her former press secretary
Dickie Arbiter said the Queen did
not have the same close ties with
the Australian prime ministers as
she did with the English ones, who

RINCESS
Elizabeth was in
Kenya, on her way
Down Under to
represent her ill
father King George VI in 1952
on a diplomatic visit, when she
was told that he had died.
The new 25-year-old
Queen returned to England
to assume her role as head of
state, but she didn’t forget her
plan to visit Australia.
In 1954, several months
after her coronation, she and
Prince Philip steamed into
Sydney Harbour aboard the
SS Gothic from New Zealand.
So anticipated was the first
visit to Australia by a reigning
monarch that the release of
their itinerary had made
front-page news. Their 58day visit was a tour de force,
and cemented Australia as
one of the Queen’s favourite
Commonwealth destinations.
The affection was mutual.
An estimated 75 per cent of the
Australian population turned
out to see Her Majesty. In
Sydney, more than one million
people lined the streets just to
catch a glimpse of her.
The Queen went on to visit
Australia a total of 16 times,
with her last visit, in 2011,
similar to her first. Crowds
lined the streets, pressing
flowers and small gifts into her
hands, and in Melbourne she
rode aboard a royal tram.
Through her journeys, the
Queen was exposed to many
parts of the Australian culture.
She took in an AFL game,
watched the surfers at Bondi,
saw koalas, and enjoyed
several cricket matches.
She opened Olympic and
Commonwealth Games,
visited sheep farms and the
Great Barrier Reef, and
learned about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander art.
Australia is one of the 15
Commonwealth countries that
form the Realm, where the
monarch is the head of state,
and she undertook many
official duties during her visits.

she saw every week and spoke to
routinely. However, he said
Menzies was one of those whom
she was closest to. “Robert
Menzies, like Winston Churchill,
was her first prime minister so,
yes, she had a good relationship
with Menzies,’’ he said.
“But remember, where a UK
prime minister will meet weekly
with Her Majesty to brief her on
government and political events,
there has never been that
closeness with Australian prime
ministers, as briefings tended to
be written rather than in person.

While in Canberra in 1954,
Queen Elizabeth opened a
session of parliament, wearing
the gown she donned at her
coronation the previous year.
On her last visit in 2011, to
open the Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting in Perth, a reception
was held in her honour in
Canberra’s new Parliament
House – which she had
opened two decades earlier.
On that occasion, the
Queen acknowledged the
wild Australian weather that
had wreaked such havoc,
specifically mentioning the
Brisbane floods and Cyclone
Yasi in north Queensland.
“It has been a difficult year
for this country in many ways,
despite the successes. The
world witnessed the anguish
of Australians as they lived
through a summer of natural
disasters,” she said.
“We were all inspired by
the courage and resolution
shown by those affected in the
face of crippling desolation.
“Ever since I first came
here in 1954, I have watched
Australia grow and develop at
an extraordinary rate. This
country has made dramatic
progress economically, in
social, scientific and industrial
endeavours – and, above all,
in self-confidence,” she said
The Queen’s second visit
was in 1963, then again in 1970
when she and Philip joined in
the celebrations marking
James Cook’s discovery of
Australia 200 years earlier.
Her opening of the Sydney
Opera House attracted
worldwide attention in 1973,
while Australia also figured
prominently in the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee celebrations in
1977, during which she visited
every state during her threeweek tour.
The Queen and the Duke
of Edinburgh toured Australia
again in 1980 and 1981, to
coincide with the CHOGM
meeting in Melbourne.
In 1982, she and Philip both

“The obvious exception has
been when she was in Australia.’’
On the Queen’s second visit, in
1963, Menzies was so impressed
that her told her: “All I ask you to
remember in this country of yours
is that every man, woman and child
who even sees you with a passing
glimpse will remember it with joy …
in the words of the old 17th century
poet, who wrote those famous
words, ‘I did but see her passing by
and yet I love her till I die’.”
In 1975, Labor prime minister
Gough Whitlam was dismissed by
the Queen’s representative in
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love for Australia

The Queen and Philip at
the MCG in 1954 (left); in
Adelaide in 1992 (above);
meeting Aboriginal
Australians in 2002
(below left); and at the
opening of the Sydney
Opera House in 1973.

attended the Commonwealth
Games in Brisbane.
In 1988, the Queen took
part in Australia’s bicentenary
celebrations, travelling
extensively across the nation,
and opening the new
Parliament House in
Canberra.
Whenever the Queen
visited Australia, she always
spoke and acted as Queen of
Australia, and not as Queen
of the United Kingdom.
Even while based back
“home” in the UK, the Queen
was extremely sensitive to her
role as Queen of Australia,
always making a point of
acknowledging issues which
affected the country through

messages, or congratulating
Australian achievement.
The Queen supported
public service through her
patronage of a large number
of Australian organisations,
including The Royal Humane
Society of Australasia, the
Partially Blinded Soldiers
Association of Australia, the
Royal Children’s Hospital in
Melbourne, the Scout
Association of Australia, and
the Mothers’ Union in
Australia.
In addition, she held a
number of titles in the
Australian armed forces, and
attended many events to
honour their courageous
service in world conflicts.
The Queen with
Gough Whitlam
on her tour of
Australia in
1973; and at a
formal state
banquet with
Robert Menzies
in 1954.
Pictures: Getty

Australia, the then governorgeneral Sir John Kerr, after
Malcolm Fraser’s opposition
refused to guarantee supply.
The powers used to dismiss
Whitlam have never been invoked

since, and there remains enormous
controversy and anger over the
decision. However, the Queen
remained distant from the
controversy, with her private
secretary Sir Martin Charteris later

writing that the Australian
Constitution placed the powers
into the hands of the governorgeneral, and the Queen had “no
part’’ in the decision.
It emerged years later that Kerr

had been secretly corresponding
with the royal family over the
growing constitutional crisis but
the British government of the day
went to great lengths to keep itself
and the Queen out of the process.
In more recent times, a decision
to bestow an Australian knighthood
on the Queen’s husband, Prince
Philip, triggered an outcry that
proved fatal to the leadership of
prime minister Tony Abbott, and he
was chopped down by Malcolm
Turnbull nine months later.
The knighthood, announced
on Australia Day in 2015, was
considered a joke in Australia.

Scott Morrison meets the Queen at
Windsor in June 2021. Picture: AFP

Lilibet is the only thing in this
world which is absolutely
real to me, and my ambition
is to wield the two of us into
a new combined existence
Prince Philip in a 1947 letter
to the Queen’s mother

q u e e n e l i z a b e t h II
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1921 - 2021
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Irreplaceable
The world is mourning the loss of Queen Elizabeth II, who has died aged 96. The longest-serving monarch in
history ruled for 70 years. Members of the Royal family had rushed to Balmoral yesterday after her health
deteriorated. Tributes poured in from around the globe for the much-loved sovereign and mother, and crowds
formed outside Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle. The Queen’s eldest son will become King Charles III

REPORTS: PAGES 4-5, UPDATES: HERALDSUN.COM.AU

04

heraldsun.com.au

QUEEN ELIZABETH II DIES
Family in
rush to
Queen’s
bedside

A life of service a

DANIELLE GUSMAROLI
QUEEN Elizabeth II’s beloved
children and grandchildren
rushed to her side at Balmoral
Castle after her health deteriorated quickly in the past few
days.
Prince Charles, now King
Charles III, along with his wife
Camilla, were at the Scottish
estate and Princess Anne, the
Princess Royal, was already visiting when the Queen’s health
declined.
A Range Rover being driven by Prince William, pictured,
and carrying Prince Andrew,
Prince Edward and Edward’s
wife Sophie was seen arriving
at Balmoral Castle. The four
had flown into Aberdeen Airport from a RAF base in West
London, before
the one-hour
drive.
P r i n c e
Harry
was
understood to
have made his
way separately
to the Scottish
estate. It was
not clear if Prince Harry was
able to say goodbye to his
grandmother before she died.
Prince William’s wife Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge,
stayed in London after the
couple’s children started a new
school that day, and Prince
Harry’s wife Meghan Markle
was also still at the couple’s
Windsor Castle home.
Buckingham Palace had
earlier released a statement
about the Queen’s health.
“Following further evaluation … the Queen’s doctors
are concerned for Her Majesty’s health and have recommended she remain under
medical supervision,” the
spokesman said.
“The Queen remains comfortable and at Balmoral.”
The palace statement about
the queen’s health was highly
unusual. “The palace does not
issue bulletins on the queen’s
health unless it’s significant,”
royal commentator and author
Robert Hardman told the BBC.
The announcement comes
just two days after the Monarch, 96, met new prime minister Liz Truss at Balmoral. She
appeared frail yet jovial at the
meeting where she held a
walking stick.

A crowd gathers as a
rainbow beams over
Buckingham Palace
as people held vigil
for the Queen.

Queen Elizabeth II
at her coronation
in 1953.

King Charles ascends throne &
DANIELLE GUSMAROLI
LONDON
THE world is mourning the
loss of Queen Elizabeth II,
who has died aged 96.
Buckingham Palace announced in the early hours of
Friday morning Australian
time that Her Majesty had
died peacefully at Balmoral.
All of her children had
dashed to the north of Scotland to be by her side as doctors treating her said she was
being kept “comfortable” at

her beloved Highlands estate.
Prince William flew in a
government jet, and Prince
Harry, who was in the UK by
chance for an event, made his
own way to their grandmother’s side.
The announcement of the
death of the longest-serving
monarch in British history has
been met with grief around
the world.
Her stoicism and sense of
duty carried through to the
final days of her 70-year reign
with her last public appear-

ance on Tuesday when she
oversaw the appointment of
new UK Prime Minister Liz
Truss.
Immediately upon the
Queen’s death, her son ascended the throne with King
Charles III issuing a heartfelt
tribute to his mother.
“The death of my beloved
Mother, Her Majesty The
Queen, is a moment of great
sadness for me and all members of my family,” he said.
“We mourn profoundly the
passing of a cherished sover-

Net zero by 2050 becomes law

AG denies code fail

AUSTRALIA’S aim to slash
carbon emissions by 43 per
cent by 2030 and net zero by
2050 has been enshrined in
law.
After days of debate and negotiations with the Senate
cross bench, Labor successfully
passed the landmark bill
through both houses on
Thursday.
Environmental groups, industry and business have ap-

ATTORNEY-General Mark
Dreyfus has rejected claims he
has breached the ministerial
code of conduct over an
investment.
But the nation’s first law
officer is looking into the
matter, after the opposition
alleged he may have failed to
divest himself of investments.
The Coalition says Mr
Dreyfus may be in breach
because his super fund

plauded the move, which the
Albanese government promised at the election.
Climate Change Minister
Chris Bowen said the legislation put Australia on a “credible path” to net zero.
“The passage of the climate
change legislation sends a
message to the world that Australia is serious about driving
down emissions, and serious
about reaping the economic

opportunities from affordable
renewable energy,” Mr Bowen
said. “Legislating these targets
gives certainty to investors and
participants in the energy market and will help stabilise our
energy system.”
The Senate passed the bill
with 37 votes to 30 following
support from the Greens, and
three independent senators.
It was then passed in the
house with 86 votes to 50.

Mark Dreyfus

invests in an equities fund
that holds the most shares in
a litigation funder. It claims a
conflict of interest occurred
when Mr Dreyfus released
draft regulations that would
benefit litigation funders.
But Mr Dreyfus told the
parliament he has “complied
at all times with the code
of conduct”. Deputy
opposition leader Sussan Ley
said: “It’s clearly a breach.”
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and duty to the end

The final photograph of the Queen,
taken on Tuesday, and, inset, a notice
of her death is placed on the gates of
the Palace of Holyroodhouse in
Edinburgh. Main photo: AFP

leads the world in mourning for a ‘beloved’ mother and Sovereign
eign and a much loved mother. I know her loss will be
deeply felt throughout the
country, the realms and the
Commonwealth, and by
countless people around the
world.
“During this period of
mourning and change, my
family and I will be comforted
and sustained by our knowledge of the respect and deep
affection in which the Queen
was so widely held.”
US President Jo Biden said:
“In a world of constant

change, she was a steadying
presence and a source of comfort and pride for generations
of Britons, including many
who have never known their
country without her.”
Britain will observe 10 days
of official mourning and the
Queen’s death sets off a series
of events and tributes which
have been secretly planned
for, under the codename
“London Bridge.”
The first worrying sign the
Queen’s remarkable life of
service was coming to a close

was in an announcement
from Buckingham Palace that
doctors were “concerned for
her health”.
The understated message
was unprecedented and drew
comparisons to when the
Queen’s grandfather George
V was dying and the Royal
Family told the world: “The
King’s life is moving towards
its peaceful close.”
When her father George
VI died, the planning for the
UK’s official period of mourning was codenamed “Hyde

Park Corner”, so as not to
alert the public before an announcement was ready.
The Queen’s death follows
that of her beloved husband
Prince Philip in April 2021 at
the age of 99, and the triumph
of her platinum jubilee in
June.
Members of the public in
mourning were expected to
gather outside the gates of
Buckingham Palace, Balmoral and Windsor Castle to lay
flowers and offer sympathy to
the Royal Family.

The coronation ceremony
for the new King will not take
place for months.
Camilla, the Duchess of
Cornwall, will be known as
Camilla, the Queen Consort.
Charles will also take over
the Queen’s duties as commander-in-chief of the British
armed forces, and head of the
Church of England.
Her death came as a terrible shock to the nation,
which had been ruled by Her
Majesty for an astounding
seven decades. Flags across

the country are being flown at
half-mast as the period of
official mourning begins.
The Queen’s funeral will
be attended by heads of state
from around the world.
Born on April 21, 1926,
Princess Elizabeth Alexandra
Mary became Queen at the
age of just 25 when her father
died from lung cancer on February 6, 1952.
Fifteen prime ministers
served under the Queen, from
Sir Winston Churchill to Ms
Truss this week.

Accused murder plotter ‘too baby-faced for prison’
REBEKAH CAVANAGH

Yasir Al Qassim

A TEEN charged with the
attempted murder of ex-Mongols bikie Sam Abdulrahim
should be freed on bail as his
baby face makes him vulnerable in jail, his barrister says.
Adam Chernok pushed for
Yasir Al Qassim to be released,
citing an array of reasons,
including his youth and the
Covid-induced delays in the

court system, as exceptional
circumstances to grant bail.
“He really is very babyfaced,” Mr Chernok said, making the rare move of providing
a photo of his client so the
magistrate could get a clear
view of what he looked like.
“He’s going into the adult
system. His appearance alone,
as well as his tender age, make
him particularly vulnerable in
that environment.”

Mr Al Qassim, 18, who was
wearing a mask when appearing from Melbourne Assessment Prison via videolink, has
been in jail for 11 days after
being charged with the attempted murder of Mr Abdulrahim.
Mr Abdulrahim, 30, a kickboxer dubbed “the Punisher”,
miraculously survived being
shot eight times as he sat in his
Mercedes Benz, stopped in
traffic, after leaving his cous-

in’s funeral at Fawkner cemetery about noon on June 25.
The court heard Mr Al Qassim was not one of the hitmen,
but instead picked up the two
men, both 18, from their homes
in Broadmeadows and Thomastown in the hours before,
and dropped them at the
Mazda CX9 used in the driveby shooting.
Eight days earlier, he allegedly bought a phone and SIM,

which was used on the day and
to assist the two shooters to
flee the country.
He is also accused of purchasing two petrol cans from
Bunnings 10 days before in
preparation for torching the
cars involved in the plot.
Police opposed bail, and Mr
Al Qassim will stay in jail for at
least the weekend as magistrate
Donna Bakos reserved her bail
decision until Monday.

